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contingent of each department being proportioned to
its population* This contingent was again divided
amongst the districts, cantons, and municipalities* All
Frenchmen from ao to 25 were made liable to Con-
scription, and it was the duty of the civil authority in
each administrative area to prepare a list, a sort of
National Register, on which were inscribed the names
of all the men liable to serve, with their name, their
home, their height, and other details* These lists were
transmitted to the prefects, who consigned them to
the Minister of War. Eight days were allowed for the
preparation of the lists* The conscripts were then
assembled in each canton and examined* Those who
pleaded infirmity and inability to attend were visited
in their homes by military inspectors* These pleas
being disposed of, lists were made of the physically fit,
and tickets numbered in accordance with the names on
the list were placed in an urn, from which the con-
scripts or their friends drew the lots* The lot fell on
those who drew the numbers below the amount of the
quota, those above being summoned later in case death
or any other disablement should befall the others*
Absentees who failed to present themselves within a
month of the drawing of the lots were declared refrac-
tory, proclaimed throughout the Empire, and pursued
as deserters* These were the conscripts of the active
service* An equal number forming the reserve were
organised and drilled within their own district, to march
out of it only in case of emergency* A third body,
numbering one-fourth of the whole contingent, were
called supplemental conscripts, to fill vacancies caused
by death, desertion, or other causes. If this supplement
proved inadequate, the reserve was called upon* No